Categories, features and
overtness in the
CP-periphery
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Phase 1




Approaches to the CP-periphery




Irreal comparatives in German
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One CP periphery







Dialectal variation in German
comparatives
















Specifiers as phrase-sized
positions




Doubly Filled COMP in Bavarian




Head-sized wh-elements in
Bavarian







C-operators and lexical phrases







German V2 main clauses




The features [rel] and [EDGE]




C-movement and IS-related
movement
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Embedded interrogatives

relevant features: [sub], [wh]

* [sub]: encoding finite subordination; encoded by a
functional C head, does not have to be overt

* [wh]: encoding the interrogative nature of the clause;
encoded either by an operator (in wh-questions) or by a
functional (C or v) head (polar questions); has to be
overt in embedded clauses because no intonational
distinction available












Hungarian










Relative clauses













Doubly Filled COMP pattern in
English







Relative heads




The lack of overt relative
operators

[rel] head filled in varieties that do not have relative operators
genuinely

also: Middle English wh-based relative operator an innovation
alongside that head

other languages without operators: Modern Icelandic sem and er
(Thrainsson 2007)

further possibility: relative operators merging as heads during
reanalysis phase

cf. the relative cycle of van Gelderen (2004, 2009)









Doubling-like pattern in Old and
Middle Hungarian

hogy ‘that’ + relative pronoun, and ha ‘if’ + relative pronoun

see Galambos (1907), rediscovered by Kenesei (1992a, 1992b)
recently discussed by Bacskai-Atkari (2012, 2013, 2014a, 2014b,
2014d, 1n press) and Bacskai-Atkari and De’kany (2014, 2015)

not the dominant pattern (see Domotor 2014)
(31) olyaat tezok raytad hog kytol felz

such.ACC do.1SG you.SUP that who.ABL fear.2SG
‘l will do such a thing on you that you are afraid of.’






Separate layer for marking







Ordering
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Embedded degree clauses

relevant features: [sub], [rel], [compr], [pol:neg]

» [compr]: encoding the comparative nature of the clause;
encoded either by an operator or by a functional C head,
has to be overt

 [pol:neg]: encoding the negative polarity of the clause in
the absence of a negative operator (degree negation, not
clausal negation); encoded by a functional head (Pol or
C), has to be overt (negation and negative polarity marked
morphologically, cf. Dryer 2013)






Negative polarity




Equatives in Hungarian




Comparatives in Hungarian










Elliptical pattern in equatives













Ordering
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Conclusion

aim: providing a flexible, feature-based approach to the CP-periphery

clause-ty[)ing heads and operators different from IS-related movement,
formal movement

realisation of layers largely depends on overtness requirements -
syntactic encoding

« embedded interrogatives: mostly single CP (possibly with Doubly Filled
COMP), layer spreading (Hungarian)

 relative clauses: mostly single CP (possibly with Doubly Filled COMP),
double CP if [sub] marked separately (Old Hungarian)

« embedded degree clauses: mostly double CP - [rel] carried by a lower C
than [compr] and [pol:neg]

lower C in double layers: related to operator movement (if any)
— number of layers, ordering can be modelled on the basis of features
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